
15 Day CDS Preparation Strategy by MKC: Crack 

CDS Written Exam 

Preparing for the Combined Defence Services (CDS) Examination in the last 15 days can 

feel stressful, but with the right strategy and disciplined study plan, it is possible to maximize 

your score.  

The key is smart revision, focused practice, and effective time management rather than 

learning completely new topics. 

The CDS written exam consists of English, General Knowledge, and Elementary 

Mathematics (for IMA, INA & AFA) while OTA candidates appear for English and GK 

only. Each paper is 2 hours long and includes negative marking, so accuracy is just as 

important as speed.  

At Major Kalshi Classes (MKC), experts recommend a focused 15-day CDS preparation 

strategy that emphasizes revision, previous year question practice, and full-length mock 

tests. 

Why the Last 15 Days Are Important for CDS Preparation 

The final two weeks before the CDS exam are crucial because this period determines how 

well you can revise concepts, improve accuracy, and build exam confidence. 

Instead of studying new topics, aspirants should: 

● Revise important notes and formulas 

● Solve previous years’ CDS papers 

● Attempt full-length mock tests 

● Strengthen weak areas 

● Improve speed and accuracy 

Experts suggest that solving previous year papers is extremely helpful because UPSC often 

repeats concepts, patterns, and topics in CDS exams.  

15 Day CDS Preparation Strategy by MKC 

The day-wise 15 days strategy for CDS aspirants is given below that are as follows:  

Day 1-5: Concept Revision & Important Topics 

The first five days should focus on revising key concepts from all subjects. 

English 
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● Revise grammar rules (tenses, prepositions, articles) 

● Practice error detection and sentence improvement 

● Learn 20–30 vocabulary words daily 

● Solve reading comprehension passages 

General Knowledge 

● Revise Indian Polity, History, Geography 

● Focus on Defence-related current affairs 

● Study last 6-12 months of current affairs 

Mathematics 

● Revise formulas of: 

○ Algebra 

○ Trigonometry 

○ Geometry 

○ Mensuration 

● Practice 25-30 questions daily 

This phase helps you strengthen fundamentals and recall key concepts quickly during the 

exam. 

Day 6-10: Practice & Previous Year Questions 

During the next five days, the focus should shift from revision to practice and exam-oriented 

preparation. 

What to Do 

● Solve previous 10 years CDS question papers 

● Attempt sectional mock tests 

● Analyze mistakes after every test 

● Work on weak topics 

Daily Practice Plan 

● 1-hour English practice 

● 1.5 hours GK revision 

● 1.5 hours Mathematics practice 

● 30 minutes current affairs 

Practicing PYQs helps aspirants understand frequently asked topics and question 

patterns. 

Day 11–13: Full-Length Mock Tests 



In the final stage of preparation, aspirants should attempt full-length mock tests under real 

exam conditions. 

Strategy 

● Attempt 1–2 full mock tests daily 

● Analyze incorrect answers carefully 

● Focus on accuracy rather than guesswork 

Mock tests help improve: 

● Speed 

● Time management 

● Exam temperament 

Day 14: Quick Revision Day 

The second-last day should be used only for quick revision. 

Revise 

● Vocabulary lists 

● Important GK facts 

● Maths formulas 

● Short notes 

Avoid starting new topics because it may create confusion. 

Day 15: Exam Rivision 

The last day before the exam should be calm and stress-free. 

What You Should Do 

● Revise important formulas and facts 

● Sleep early and stay relaxed 

● Keep admit card and documents ready 

● Avoid heavy study 

Confidence and mental clarity are essential for performing well on exam day. 

Subject-Wise Quick Strategy for CDS 

The subject-wise strategy for CDS is given below:  

English Strategy 



English is usually the most scoring paper in CDS if practiced regularly. 

Focus on: 

● Grammar 

● Vocabulary 

● Reading comprehension 

● Previous year questions 

With consistent practice, candidates can easily score 70+ marks in English. 

General Knowledge Strategy 

GK is the most unpredictable section, so aspirants should focus on high-yield topics. 

Important areas include: 

● Indian Polity 

● History 

● Geography 

● Defence & Current Affairs 

● Basic Science 

Mathematics Strategy 

Many candidates find Maths difficult, but the CDS Maths paper mainly tests basic concepts 

and speed. 

High-weightage topics include: 

● Algebra 

● Trigonometry 

● Geometry 

● Time & Distance 

● Time & Work 

● Statistics 

Practicing formulas and shortcuts can significantly improve performance. 

Common Mistakes to Avoid in the Last 15 Days 

Many aspirants lose marks due to poor strategy. Avoid these mistakes: 

● Studying completely new topics 

● Ignoring previous year papers 

● Using too many study resources 

● Not attempting mock tests 

● Guessing answers despite negative marking 



Instead, focus on quality revision and consistent practice. 

Why Choose MKC for CDS Preparation? 

Major Kalshi Classes (MKC) is known for providing structured guidance for defence 

aspirants preparing for CDS  and other defence exams. 

MKC Preparation Support 

● Experienced defence faculty 

● Exam-oriented CDS study material 

● Regular mock tests and analysis 

● Previous year question discussions 

● SSB interview guidance 

With expert mentorship and a disciplined preparation plan, aspirants can significantly 

improve their chances of clearing the CDS written exam. 

Conclusion 

Cracking the CDS exam in the last 15 days requires smart preparation rather than long 

study hours.  

By focusing on revision, solving previous year papers, and attempting mock tests, aspirants 

can improve both accuracy and confidence. 

Follow the 15-day CDS preparation strategy by MKC, stay consistent, and maintain a 

positive mindset.  

With dedication and the right approach, your dream of joining the Indian Armed Forces can 

become a reality. 

Commonly Asked Questions:  

1. Can I crack the CDS exam with only 15 days of preparation? 

Yes, with focused revision, mock tests, and previous year question practice, candidates can 

effectively prepare for the CDS exam in 15 days. 

2. What should I study in the last 15 days before the CDS exam? 

You should mainly revise important concepts, practice previous year papers, and attempt 

full-length mock tests. 

3. How many hours should I study daily during the last 15 days for CDS? 

Aspirants should ideally study 6-8 hours daily with a balanced focus on all subjects. 
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4. Are previous year question papers important for CDS preparation? 

Yes, solving previous year papers helps understand the exam pattern and frequently asked 

questions. 

5. Should I start new topics in the last 15 days before the CDS exam? 

No, it is better to focus on revision and practice rather than starting completely new topics. 

 


