CDS 2 2026 Preparation Strategy: Crack in First Attempt with MKC

Preparing for CDS 2 2026 Exam on 13 September? Check preparation strategy,
subject-wise study plan, syllabus, exam pattern, mock test tips, SSB preparation.

CDS 2 2026 Strategy: How to Crack the Exam in Your First
Attempt

The CDS 2 2026 Exam, scheduled for 13 September 2026, is one of the biggest
opportunities for graduates who dream of becoming officers in the Indian Army, Indian
Navy, and Indian Air Force.

How Major Kalshi Classes (MKC) can help you achieve success in your first attempt and
you'll learn the best CDS 2 2026 preparation strategy, subject-wise tips, mock test plan,
common mistakes to avoid, and

Whether you are preparing for Indian Military Academy (IMA), Indian Naval Academy
(INA), Air Force Academy (AFA), or Officers Training Academy (OTA), your preparation
should begin with understanding the latest exam pattern, syllabus, and an effective study
plan.

CDS 2 2026 Exam Overview

The exam overview related to CDS about exam mode, conducting body, negative marking,
selection process and other are as follows:

Particulars Details
Exam Name Combined Defence Services (CDS) Examination Il 2026
Conducting Body | UPSC
Exam Date 13 September 2026
Mode of Exam Offline
Question Type Obijective (Tier 1)
Negative Marking | Yes (1/3 Mark)

Selection Process | Written Exam


https://www.majorkalshiclasses.com/

SSB Interview
Medical Examination

Official Website upsc.gov.in

Why Should You Start Preparing for CDS 2 2026 Now?

If you start your preparation today, you will have enough time to:

Complete the entire syllabus comfortably
Revise multiple times

Solve previous year papers

Attempt full-length mock tests

Prepare for the SSB Interview simultaneously

The secret is consistent preparation, not studying for long hours every day.

What Is the Latest CDS 2 2026 Exam Pattern?

For IMA, INA & AFA

Subject Marks | Duration
English 100 2 Hours
General Knowledge 100 2 Hours
Elementary 100 2 Hours
Mathematics
Total 300 6 Hours
For OTA
Subject Marks | Duration
English 100 2 Hours
General Knowledge | 100 2 Hours
Total 200 4 Hours
Important

e Objective Questions


http://upsc.gov.in
https://old.majorkalshiclasses.com/mocktest?_gl=1*rgpypt*_gcl_au*MTAwMDMyOTU3Ny4xNzc3NDQ4OTEyLjE2OTgzMzczNjUuMTc4MTAwOTMzOS4xNzgxMDA5MzM4
https://www.majorkalshiclasses.com/classroom-course/ssb-interview-classes-india

e Negative Marking (1/3 mark)
e Offline OMR-based Exam

What Is the Best Subject-wise Preparation Strategy for
CDS 2 20267

The subject-wise strategy is given below check in detail:

English Preparation Strategy
English is one of the highest-scoring sections.
Focus on

Grammar

Vocabulary

Synonyms & Antonyms
Spotting Errors

Idioms & Phrases
Reading Comprehension
Sentence Arrangement

Daily Tips
e Read newspapers for 30 minutes.
e Learn 10 new words every day.
e Solve grammar exercises.
e Practice previous year questions.

General Knowledge Preparation Strategy

Instead of studying everything, focus on high-weightage topics.

Current Affairs

Defence News
Government Schemes
International Relations
Sports

Awards

Science & Technology

Static GK

e Indian History
e Geography
e Indian Polity



e Economy
e Environment
e Basic Science

Spend 1 hour daily revising GK.

Mathematics Preparation Strategy
Many aspirants lose marks because of weak basics.
Prepare in this order:

Arithmetic
Algebra
Geometry
Mensuration
Trigonometry
Statistics

Preparation Tips

Revise NCERT Class 6-10
Maintain a formula notebook
Solve 30 questions daily
Revise formulas every Sunday

How Should You Plan Your Daily Study Schedule?
Sample CDS Daily Study Plan is in the table:

Activity Time
Mathematics 2 Hours
English 1.5 Hours

General Knowledge | 1.5 Hours
Current Affairs 30 Minutes
Mock Test Analysis | 30 Minutes

Revision 1 Hour

Read More : How to Start CDS 2 2026 Preparation from Zero Level

Why Are CDS Previous Year Papers So Important?


https://www.majorkalshiclasses.com/blog/how-to-start-cds-2-2026-preparation

Previous year papers help you:

e Understand question trends
e Improve speed

e Increase confidence

e Identify important topics

e Reduce exam pressure

Expert Tip

Solve at least 10 years of CDS Previous Year Papers before the examination.

When Should You Start Taking Mock Tests?

Many aspirants wait until the last month. Don't. Start from the first month itself.

Mock Test Plan

Preparation Frequency
Stage
First 2 Months 1 Mock Every Week
Next 2 Months 2 Mock Tests Every Week
Final Month 3-4 Mock Tests Weekly

How Can You Improve Accuracy in CDS?
Negative marking makes accuracy more important than attempts.
Follow these rules:

Attempt only confident questions.
Avoid blind guessing.

Keep accuracy above 80%.
Analyse every mock test.

Should You Prepare for the SSB Interview Along with the
Written Exam?

Yes, Preparing for SSB from the beginning gives you a significant advantage.

Work regularly on


https://www.majorkalshiclasses.com/blog/cds-1-2026-previous-year-question-papers-exam-preparation

Communication Skills
Public Speaking
Leadership

Current Affairs

Group Discussions
Personality Development

This reduces pressure after the written exam results.

Common Mistakes That First-Time CDS Aspirants Must
Avoid

Mistake Better Approach
Ignoring Mathematics | Practice Maths daily
No Revision Weekly revision schedule
Too Many Books Follow limited resources
Skipping Mock Tests | Take regular mocks

Random Study Follow a proper timetable

How Can Major Kalshi Classes Help You Crack CDS 2
20267

Students searching for the Best CDS Coaching in India, Top CDS Coaching, CDS
Coaching Near Me, or CDS SSB Coaching often choose Major Kalshi Classes (MKC)
because of its structured preparation approach.

At MKC, aspirants receive:

Experienced Defence Faculty
Complete CDS Classroom Course
Updated Study Material

Daily Practice Sheets

Weekly Mock Tests

Performance Analysis

SSB Interview Preparation

Physical & Personality Development
Doubt-Clearing Sessions

Current Affairs Classes


https://www.majorkalshiclasses.com/classroom-course/cds-coaching-india

MKC helps aspirants prepare for both the written examination and SSB Interview,
ensuring complete officer-entry preparation under one roof.

Final Thoughts

The CDS 2 2026 Exam is not just another competitive examination, it is your opportunity to
begin a prestigious career as an officer in the Indian Armed Forces.

Success comes from disciplined preparation, regular revision, consistent mock test practice,
and the right guidance. Stay focused on your daily goals, strengthen your weak areas, and
maintain confidence throughout your preparation journey.

With the right strategy and dedication, clearing CDS 2 2026 in your first attempt is an
achievable goal.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1. How should I start preparing for CDS 2 2026 if | am a beginner?
Start by understanding the latest CDS syllabus and exam pattern, then prepare a realistic
study timetable, build strong fundamentals, and practice previous year papers regularly.

Q2. Is it possible to crack the CDS 2 2026 exam in the first attempt?
Yes. With consistent preparation, regular mock tests, proper revision, and a well-planned
study strategy, many candidates clear the CDS examination in their first attempt.

Q3. How many mock tests should | take before the CDS 2 2026 exam?
Experts recommend attempting at least 20-30 full-length mock tests along with detailed
performance analysis before the examination.

Q4. Should | prepare for the SSB Interview along with the CDS written exam?

Yes. Preparing for communication skills, leadership qualities, current affairs, and personality
development alongside the written exam gives you a significant advantage after qualifying
the written stage.

Q5. How can Major Kalshi Classes help me crack CDS 2 20267

Major Kalshi Classes (MKC) provides expert faculty, structured classroom programs,
updated study material, regular mock tests, performance analysis, and complete SSB
Interview preparation to help aspirants succeed in the CDS selection process.


https://joinindianarmy.nic.in/Default.aspx?id=64&lg=eng&
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